Another Unfortunate Imperial Speech

woods whilst the Empress is remaining at the Neues Palais.
It's all becoming rather bizarre. Yesterday while out walk-
ing in the streets I suddenly ran across Bulow and his wife.
They were doing the same thing, their garden being too wet
for their usual outing there. I chatted with them for a few
minutes and I was struck by the Chancellor's seedy appear-
ance. He's very thin, his colouring sallow, his speech jerky,
his thoughts absentminded, briefly his physical appearance has
changed very noticeably. He looks displeased with himself,
with others, and with events. His usual joviality seemed
quite to have disappeared. Austria's policy which is becom-
ing very complicated these days may well have been the
reason.

I was at the reception of the Mistress of the Robes. Empti-
ness predominated. God knows what the Court balls will
be like this winter with so little enthusiasm. People are
talking a lot about Count SchliefFen's utterances which the
Emperor insisted on being read to his generals on New Year's
Day and about his own speech which he addressed to them.
But nothing's official. ... It was only through the Tage-
blatt that we heard about it. As the article wasn't contra-
dicted it must be presumed this newspaper spoke the truth.

The Figaro and the Temps mentioned it and have reproduced
the article. I think Parliament will sit again on the lyth and
that the taxes will give the Government a lot of trouble.
The taxpayer is much concerned. It appears we shall each
of us have to contribute twenty-five per cent more of our
incomes. This will create general dissatisfaction. The people
I saw last evening were all horrified by the Emperor's speech
and the unfortunate ideas which he developed on the subject
of Germany's position vis-a-vis the European Great Powers.
This piece of tactlessness is nothing less than deplorable. The
desire to talk obscures his mind, hinders him from seeing
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